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BACON'S SPEECH AT GEEEN SPBING. 

The following is the speech of Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., 1 delivered 
to his men drawn up in Green Spring Old Fields, preparatory to 
attacking Sir William Berkeley at Jamestown: 

Gentlemen and Fellow Soldiers: How am I transported with 
gladness to find you thus unanimous, bold and daring, brave and 
gallant. You have the victory, before the fight, the conquest be- 
fore the battle. I know you can and dare fight, while they will lie 
in their place of refuge and dare not so much as appear in the 
field before you. Your hardiness will invite all the country along 
as we march to come in and second you. The Indians we bear 
along with us shall be as so many motives to cause relief from 
every hand to be brought to you. The ignominy of their actions 
cannot but so much reflect upon their spirit, as they will have no 
courage left to fight you. I know you have the prayers and well 
wishes of all the people in Virginia, while the others are loaded 
with their curses. Come on, my hearts of gold; he that dies in the 
field lies in the bed of honor. 
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Eestoration of Charles IT. 

I. Proclamation of Sir William Berkeley, dated 20th September, 
1660, published in a previous number. 

II. Proclamation of the People. 

"We the freemen & Inhabitants of this County now present doe 
according to our Dutye & allegiance Heartily, Joyfully, & unani- 
mously acknowledge & proclaim that Immediately upon the decease 
of o r late Soveraigne Lord King Charles The Impereall Crowne of 
the Eealme of England & of all the Kingdoms, Dominions & rights 
belonging to the same did by inherent Birthright, & lawfull & un- 

1 From the report of the commissioners. They gave the following descrip- 
tion of Bacon : " He was said to be about four or five and thirty years of age, 
indifferent tall, but slender, black haired and of an ominous, pensive, melan- 
cholly aspect, of a pestilent and prevalent logical discourse tending to atheism 
in most companies, not given to too much talk or to make sudden replies, of a 
most imperious and dangerous hidden pride of heart, despising the wisest of 
his neighbors for their ignorance, and very ambitious and arrogant. But all 
these things lay hid in him till after he was a councillor and until he became 
powerful and popular." 



